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I can assure your Excellency that it will arouse the greatest
discontent among the Serbs who must regard this as an act
of provocation. Manoeuvres under such circumstances are
dangerous. Among the Serb youths there may be one who
will put a ball-cartridge in his rifle or revolver in place of
a blank-cartridge, and he may fire it, and the bullet might
strike the man giving provocation. Therefore, it would be
good and reasonable that the Archduke should not go to
Sarajevo; that the manoeuvres should not be held on Vidov
Dan [St. Vitus's Day, June 28, a Serb holiday]; and they
should not be held in Bosnia."
To these clear words Dr. von Bilinski replied that he
took note -of them, and would inform me what result they
had with the Archduke, although he himself could not be-
lieve in any such result of the manoeuvres as I foresaw: and
that moreover, he was in possession of information that
Bosnia was completely quiet. A few days later I again
called on Minister von Bilinski about this matter. But
nevertheless had shortly to learn that the original program
would be followed and nothing changed in spite of my warn-
ing. The Archduke was certainly informed, but would heed
none but himself.69
the Adriatic (about as far away as possible from the Drin and the Ser-
bian frontier), as was clearly stated in the announcement in the Neve
Freie Presse, No. 17878, June 4, 1914, p. 9. Nor was it true that "the
Archduke himself" would take command;" General Potiorek was in
command, and the Archduke was merely an official onlooker. -
' MNeues Wiener Tageblatt, No. 177, June 28, 1924.
In a private letter to Dr. Bogitchevitch, the Serbian Charge* d*
Affaires at Berlin in 1914 but later a severe critic of Mr. Pashitch and
Entente diplomacy, Mr. Jovan Jovanovitch had given a shorter account
which says nothing about his having acted on his own initiative, and
is less definite as to the date: "In the month of May, the end of May,
1914, I said to the Joint Finance Minister, von Bilinski, when I heard
that the Archduke Franz Ferdinand was going to go,to the Sarajevo
manoeuvres in Bosnia on the very day of Vidov Dan, 14/15 [27/28] June,
1914, that it would be undesirable [nezgodno] that the Archduke should
conduct manoeuvres there on Vidov Dan. This would mean a provocation
to the Serbs, and something untoward [rgjavo] might happen, because
at manoeuvres some real shots might often occur in shooting with blank
cartridges;" Bogitchevitch, "Die Warming vor dem Attentate in Sarajevo/*
in KSF, H, 235, July, 1921